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Ferndale Area Residents Association & Neighbourhood Watch
Annual General Meeting
Held on Wednesday 25th May 2022 at the Pastures Centre, Davies Lane. 
1) Welcome and apologies
Jane welcomed everyone to the meeting and relayed apologies from June, Simon, Kathy and Peter. 21 residents attended.
2) Speaker – Charmane Williams on ‘Looking after our wellbeing’
Charmane, a local resident, led a discussion on how we can all support each other’s well being. She discussed physical well being, with ideas for keeping active, nutritional health, mental health, financial issues and the local environment.  We all chipped in with suggestions, such as sports activities at Pastures, the Saturday Park run, Sunrise striders and zumba on Wanstead Flats.  Schedules of activities at Pastures and details of food co-ops and advice agencies were available to pick up. 
3) Minutes from 2019  AGM 
The minutes were agreed with no matters arising.

4) Review of last three years -  FARA Chair -  Jane Sterland 
Although, as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic and  2020/2021 lock down and restrictions,  we were unable to hold  AGMs in 2020  and 2021,  residents in the FARA area  set up a Mutual Aid What’s App, with many volunteers offering to help  neighbours who were self isolating, with shopping, collections from the pharmacy etc.    The What’s App became a life line for many people and a friendly morale booster for others. It has developed into the neighbourly FARA What’s App.
FARA has been actively involved in the Save our Pastures campaign in 2020/2021 in which residents successfully challenged  Waltham Forest Council’s plans to demolish the Davies Lane sports and community centre. 

FARA monitors planning applications, opposes changes which would have a negative impact on the FARA area, and commented on  the council’s 15 year  Local Plan, which includes proposals to redevelop at least 5 large sites in Leytonstone and to  build 8 new tower blocks nearby.
In the past two years FARA has held a street party in September 2019, two jumble trails, bluebell walks, litter picks and Christmas and Spring window displays.  Volunteers have planted spring bulbs in street flower tubs and at the bases of street trees.
5) FARA summer street party update
 This is planned for Sunday 26th June, 12.-00- 4.00 in Ferndale road.  FARA will be funding it. 

 We discussed practicalities and ideas for the day.  FARA is applying to the Council for per     mission to close Ferndale road for the day.  Tables and chairs and gazebos(s) will be erected along the side of the road near the Wanstead Flats end of Ferndale road. Simon has organised the music. A suggestion was made to see if we can persuade the Fire Brigade to bring a fire engine to the event!  We are looking for a face painter(s) and for volunteers to help with activities for children and to bake cakes and savouries for the day.  On the day we will need help with putting up bunting, erecting gazebos,  litter picking at the start and end etc.  We expect it to be a friendly opportunity for neighbours to chat and meet each other, hopefully in the sunshine. 
6) Neighbourhood Watch
FARA committee members attend regular Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhood Team meetings.  The meetings are chaired by a resident. One covers Cann Hall ward and one covers Leytonstone ward.  Resident Associations have the opportunity to raise local issues and concerns. The police update us about criminal activity in our area and give us warnings which we pass on to residents.   Local residents are free to attend. 
 The NW team  has low staff numbers, so Cathall, Cann Hall and Leytonstone teams work together.  The unstoppable  Annabel Hussain has left the met police to become an Anti Social Behaviour Officer for  Waltham Forest Council.

Recent crime statistics: for the period covering 5th February – 8th May 2021

Burglaries

	Leytonstone
	Cann Hall

	11 of which 7 were residential and 4 were business
	6 of which 4 were residential and 2 were business


Car Crimes 
	Leytonstone
	Cann Hall

	27 car crimes, including 5 stolen cars  and 18thefts from cars
	48 car crimes, including 13 stolen cars and 9 cars which were interfered with


Robberies 
 I in Leytonstone and 2 in Cann Hall.   Also thefts of mobile phones from young people and children by young people and children.

 Overall conclusion

 The NW team have closed down some drug factories.  The local newsagent near Leytonstone over- ground station has suffered several incidents.  In general, we live in a low crime area. 
Beverly commented that there are a lot of telephone scams. 

7) Financial report for 2021-22
The Treasurer’s end of year report was provided.  The opening balance  on 1st April 2021 was £1264.29p . The closing balance at 31st March 2022 was £1064. 63p.  This will be used to pay for the street party.  Jane remarked that we will need to do some fund raising.    Most of the expenditure during the year is on things like stationery and the annual delivery of Christmas cards to every FARA resident.   Jane thanked Simon Nicholson, the treasurer, for  the report and for his  monthly reports during the year.
8) Elections:
The following officers were elected with a unanimous show of hands: 
· Chair: Jane Sterland
· Minutes Secretary: Christine Sandford
· Treasurer: Simon Nicholson
· Planning Officer: Koen Van Dam

· Communications Officer: Katherine Garzonis
· Malvern Road: Kate Purcell (tbc)
· Ferndale Road: June Nicholson
· Montague Road: Charmane Williams

· Davies Lane: Tim Read 

· Cotton Close: Wendy Reilly (tbc) – Beverly said she would speak to Wendy. 
Ordinary Committee Members:

The following people were elected as ordinary committee members: 


Joyce Bussey,  Jennifer  Palmer, Brian Palmer, Kauser Butt.
9)   Discussion about local issue
The meeting was opened up for residents to raise local issues:
Car Security

A resident warned us all to lock our car doors and not leave anything visible inside.  A woman has been seen trying to burgle cars.

Pastures Garden Group 

The gardening group works in Pastures garden every Saturday 10.00- 12.00.  It is a small group of residents who would welcome more diggers, planters and gardeners!  
Bee Friendly Streets 

Koen talked about an initiative that was set up earlier in the year, via the FARA What’s App, whereby some residents of Malvern, Montague and Ferndale roads  offer to weed their streets manually, so that the Council does not need to put down chemicals which kill bees.  

School Streets and Parking Permits
 Jen from Malvern road complained about the amount of fines that the Council is charging people who drive in or out of the school streets at the forbidden times, without a permit. 
She has written to the Local Government Ombudsman on behalf of a neighbour who has been charged repetitively.  She asked what kind of consultation was undertaken before the school street system was introduced. This promoted a discussion, as several people said that they had been fined.  One person asked, how do people who move into the area after the consultation, know about the need to obtain a free second permit.  

 10) Any Other business

 There was no AOB. 

11). Close of Meeting.
 Jane thanked everyone for coming, congratulated the new members of the committee, and closed the meeting.
